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Hi there!
As parents, we want the best for our children.
Moving across borders can be stressful and we
understand that changing schools marks a huge
shift for your child. We hope to make this a little
less daunting by putting together a guide for you
and your child to make an informed decision on
the education options available in Singapore.
Regardless of age and learning preferences, you can
be assured that there is a wide array of public and
private school options available for your child here in
Singapore. Our education system is widely regarded as
being one of the best in the world whose curriculum
and pedagogy is constantly kept up to date to ensure
that our students are well equipped for the future.
If there’s anything you’re looking for that isn’t
in the guide, we are always one click away.
Love,
Singapore Global Network
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An
Introduction
to Singapore’s
Education
Landscape
School of Art Design and Media,
Nanyang Technological University
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Singapore’s education system
is considered one of the best
in the world. The country
consistently ranks at the top
of the OECD’s Programme
for International Student
Assessment (PISA), a triennial
test of 15-year-olds in dozens
of countries, in the main three
categories of math, reading
and science.”
The Economist
What Other Countries Can Learn From
Singapore’s Schools (2018)
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A Look at Singapore’s
Education System
Singapore is well-known for providing a
world-class education. We are home to some of
the top universities in Asia and host a number
of internationally recognised schools.
Students are encouraged to take up co-curricular
activities (CCA) to build character and social
skills. Participation in classes help students
form critical thinking skills, and it is common for
parents to expose their children to enrichment
and development activities from a young age.
Bilingualism is also built into the education system,
with every child expected to be fluent in English
and their mother tongue.

As you consider your child’s learning style and
interests, take a closer look into shortlisted schools’
websites and talk to other expat parents to make an
informed decision.
P.S. We’re always happy to connect you directly to
other expat families as well. Just drop us an email
at hello@singaporeglobalnetwork.sg!
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An Overview of Education
Levels in Singapore
Here’s an introduction of our
education system and how it’s
structured across academic years.

Further Tertiary
Education
Secondary
School
e5f2ef

Pre-school
A three-year course for children
ages 3 to 6. Includes half-day or
full-day care programmes and
kindergarten pre-school education.

Primary
School
A six-year course typically for
students from ages 7 to 12.
This is similar to elementary
school to junior high grades in
the American system.
Students take the Primary School
Leaving Examination (PSLE) at
the end of this course.

A four- to five-year course
typically for students from ages
13 to 16 or 17. This is similar to
junior high to high school grades
in the American system.
Students will take either the
GCE O-Level examination or the
GCE N(A)-Level examination at
the end of their course.

A two- to three-year course
typically for students from ages
17 to 20.
Students may either attend a
Junior College (JC) or Centralised
Institute (CI) which will lead up
to the GCE A-Level examination.
Alternatively,
students
may
pursue a diploma at one of our
five polytechnics, sports or arts
institutions, or opt for vocational
studies at the Institute of
Technical Education (ITE).
We are also home to some of the
highest-ranking universities in
the world. In 2019, the National
University of Singapore (NUS) and
Nanyang Technological University
(NTU) tied at 11th place globally.
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International
Schools in
Singapore
In Singapore, over 50 international schools
carry certification recognised globally,
ensuring international mobility and a smoother
transition to international universities and
institutions around the world. This includes
International Baccalaureate® (IB) programmes,
International General Certificate of Secondary
Education (IGCSE) qualification, International
Primary Curriculum (IPC), and others.
Depending on the institution, schools may follow
nation-specific curricula, such as German Abitur
offered at German European School Singapore
(GESS), Korean curriculum offered at Singapore
Korean International School, and the Australian
curriculum offered at Australian International
School and Integrated International School.
This is an option for parents who wish to
enrol children in international schools that
offer the curriculum of their home country.
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Compare the Notes:
Your Guide to Public
versus Private Schools
in Singapore

You may be wondering if you
should send your child to a
public or private school.
Regardless of your decision,
we’ll like to assure you that
Singapore has a world-class
education system with highly
regarded public schools, so you
can’t go wrong either way. If you
prefer private schools, we have
plenty you may choose from as
well as international schools
that offer the curriculum of their
home country.

Learn from this expat
family as they weigh the
pros and cons of sending
their children to both
private and local schools.
Exploring private school
options in Singapore?
Join the Singapore Expat
Schooling Forum where
you can discuss schooling
options with other expat
parents living in Singapore.
View and browse a
comprehensive list of
available private schools in
Singapore.

VERSUS
Public Schools

Private Schools

Ranges between S$9,378 to S$21,762
annually up to the pre-university level
(including miscellaneous fees, as at
December 2020).

Ranges between S$13,000 to S$50,000
annually up to the pre-university level.
We’ve extracted some fees from a couple
of the more popular and highly regarded
international schools to give you an idea of
the fees you can expect, but we urge you
to check the individual school’s website for
more details.

Fees
* A comparison of
pre-university fees only
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PRIMARY SCHOOL

SINGAPORE AMERICAN SCHOOL

Singapore Citizens
S$6.50 per month; S$78 per annum

Pre-school
S$30,981

Singapore PR
S$212.50 per month; S$2,538 per annum

Kindergarten to High School
S$39,164 to S$44,141

International Students
up to S$781.50 per month;
up to S$9,378 per annum

Application Fee
S$2,500
Enrolment Fees
S$7,490 for US passport or green card holders;
S$9,630 for students not holding
US passport or green card
Re-enrolment fee: S$2,500 per year
Facility fee / building fee / capital levy /
development levy: S$7,383

SECONDARY SCHOOL
Singapore Citizens
S$15 per month; S$180 per annum
Singapore PR
S$390 per month; S$4,680 per annum
International Students
up to S$1,460 per month;
up to S$17,520 per annum

PRE-UNIVERSITY
Singapore Citizens
S$19.50 per month; S$234 per annum
Singapore PR
S$473.50 per month; S$5,682 per annum
International Students
up to S$1,813.50 per month;
up to S$21,762 per annum
The rates of school and miscellaneous fees payable are
reviewed by the Ministry of Education and individual schools
from time to time. Use this fee calculator to calculate the
possible school fees for your child.

Fees
* A comparison of
pre-university fees only

AUSTRALIAN
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
Nursery to Pre-school
S$14,832 to S$31,480
(3 to 5 days half or full sessions)
Prep to Year 12
S$34,824 to S$42,432
Application Fee
S$500

Enrolment Fee
S$2,860

Facility fee / building fee / capital levy /
development levy:
S$2,675 for Early Years students;
S$6,420 for Elementary and Secondary School students
The rates of school, application, enrolment and
miscellaneous fees indicated are per annum.
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International parents are advised to apply for
multiple schools to increase their child’s chances
of securing a placement in a school of their choice.
International students applying for Primary 2 to
Primary 5 and Secondary 1 to Secondary 3 are
required to sit for the Admissions Exercise for
International Students (AEIS) or the Supplementary
AEIS (S-AEIS).
Click here for more information on applying to
a public school.

International students must own a visa and have
their general paperwork in place to apply for
admission to private schools.

Admissions Process
Refer to schools’ websites, attend Open
House events, or speak with us or other
expat families to find out more about
the different entry requirements of
public and private schools.

While the admission process could differ between
schools, it generally includes a minimum grade
requirement, entry tests for language, math and
science, and in some cases, an oral interview
screening test.
Click here for a checklist of application guidelines
for a Singapore student visa.

The academic year starts in January with school
breaks in March, June, September and December.

The academic year starts in August with school
breaks in June, October, December and March.

Public schools typically start at 7am and ends
at 1.30pm, with a 30-minute break in between.
Supplementary and extra-curriculum activities are
often held between 2pm to 6pm.

Private school typically starts at 8am and ends at
3:30pm, with more frequent and lengthier breaks.

School Terms
and Hours

Public school curriculum follows the Singapore
curriculum, which focuses on subject-based
bending (SBB). This prepares secondary school
students to sit for the N-Level or O-Level exams,
or JC students to sit for the A-Level exams.
By 2024, the SBB scheme will aid students in
learning at their own pace, and a new national
exam and certification framework will replace the
N-Level or O-Level exams.

Curriculum

School terms and hours are subjected to each
individual private school’s curriculum.

Private school curriculums include a wide variety
of curriculums, from Advanced Placement
(AP), National Curriculum, to International
Baccalaureate and International Curriculum.
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Special Education
for Exceptional Lives
Understanding Your Child’s
Special Educational Needs
Our government-funded Special
Education (SPED) Schools aspire
to tap on the unique potential and
abilities in every child through
educational programmes and
support provisions which aim to help
them integrate into the community.
If a child entering Primary 1
(i.e. before the age of seven) is
finding difficulty in writing their
names, following a simple story
when it is read aloud to them,
communicating with others, making
friends or access learning in school
due to hearing, visual or physical
impairments, parents should
consider a professional assessment
to obtain a clear diagnosis and
recommendation for support.
An assessment is necessary if
you intend to apply your child to a
special education school. Support
for early intervention (i.e. before
six years old) is available to aid the
child’s development during their
most critical stage of development.

Know About The Support
Different Schools Provide
Each school has different
strengths, but all share a
common vision to nurture them
and celebrate their talents.
Through Inclusion Programmes
for example, students are able to
seamlessly integrate and build
friendships between those from
the mainstream, with special
education needs as well as
community partners. There are
dedicated SPED schools and social
service organisations that run
programmes catered to distinct
disability profiles of children
with special educational needs.
While it can be challenging
to raise a child with special
educational needs, there are
also many opportunities to
discover their unique talents
and interests once you find
a school with the right fit for
them. With the support that we
can provide, it is a joy to watch
them blossom into confident
and independent individuals.
Click here on what you need to know before
applying to a special education school, and here
to understand your child’s special education
needs and resources for parents.
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A Peek into
Student Life
12

Curriculum
& Subjects
In recent years, our schools have refocused the
curriculum to emphasise critical thinking and
encourage the building of soft skills. This includes
having more project work and presentations,
which help students hone their skills on
communication, collaboration, knowledge
application and independent learning.
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My university final-yearproject (FYP) was a
health communications
campaign benefitting
the elderly and their
caregivers, and we raised
awareness for the issue of
age-related hearing loss
and the importance of
hearing screenings
among older adults.
We partnered with
Singapore Association for
the Deaf and the Kampung
Chai Chee Constituency,
and received guidance
from Ministry of
Health and Agency
for Integrated Care.

We consulted audiologists,
ENT experts, tinnitus
counsellors at varying
hospital to learn about
a medical field so foreign
to us. Being a student has
many perks, and one of
them is the kindness others
will extend to you in the
spirit of education.
So learn, if someone’s
willing to teach.”
Faith Koh
Singaporean Citizen
Communication & Media Studies Major,
Nanyang Technology University
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Singapore’s
Pedagogy
The curriculum in Singapore’s education
is informed by 8 developmental outcomes,
each of which builds upon the previous
stages as students advance.
Critical and creative thinking are
invaluable in today’s economy and we’ve
refocused our pedagogy to hone these
very skills. In the classroom, there is
now a greater emphasis on inquiry,
problem-solving and the ability to
handle novel, challenging tasks.
This includes taking a problem-solving
approach and fostering inquiry-based
learning for subjects, and enhancing
classroom learning with short courses
like the Innovation Programme (IvP),
where participating students are
encouraged to work together to generate
ideas and develop innovative solutions
in a partner institution.
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Education is one of the most important
things that Singaporeans have, and it is
one of the most important things that the
government pays attention to because
we believe that through education,
we can help our citizens gain skills,
learn knowledge, become productive
and useful, become good people and
make a living for themselves.”
Singapore Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong
The Straits Times (2020)
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Under the National Digital
Literacy Programme, students are
taught to be proficient in finding
digital resources, interpret and
analyse data to solve problems,
use software and devices to apply
knowledge and skills, and produce
digital products and collaborate
online. Cyber wellness is strongly
emphasised, and students will be
able to learn to code from a
10-hour enrichment programme.
The number of exams and
assessments a student takes
continues to be greatly reduced
to make way for a restructured
education system. In lower primary
levels, semestral and mid-year
exams will be gradually removed,
and mid-year exams will be
removed for those in transition
years (Primary 3 and Primary 5,
and Secondary 1 and Secondary 3).
This reduces the emphasis on
academic results and frees up
three weeks of curriculum time to
allow teaching and learning at a
more comfortable pace.

Take a peek into a day in the life of
international students studying in Singapore’s
public schools in this feature video.
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Overseas Student Exchange
Programmes (OSEP)
We firmly believe in enriching
student life with global
experiences to broaden students’
horizons and helps them
appreciate cultures on a global
scale, which is why opportunities
for learning and studying at
overseas campuses are available
for students in select primary
or secondary schools and most
tertiary institutions.
Scholarships
More than S$238 million is set
aside annually for scholarships
and tuition grants for international
students studying in Singapore.
Students in the ASEAN region
can also apply for the ASEAN
Scholarship, made possible by
the Ministry of Education (MOE)
which partners with organisations
to introduce bright young students
to study in Singapore.

I chose to study in Singapore
to gain access to world-class,
quality education. Indeed, life was
academically rich. But what I truly
appreciate now from my residing in
Singapore is that it has allowed me
to develop the beliefs and values
that shape the person that I am
today. I have emerged from years
of educational and work experience
stronger and more confident,
always ready to seek opportunities
to challenge myself and become a
better person.
Rowland Anthony Imperial
Filipino Citizen who lived in
Singapore for 15 years;
Recipient of the MOE Secondary
Schools ASEAN Scholarship,
the SJI International Khoo Teck Puat
Scholarship (IB Diploma Programme),
the NUS ASEAN Scholarship
(BA in English Language), and the NUS
Graduate Teaching Assistantship
(MA in Language Studies)
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Learning
from
Real-World
Experiences
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Internship
Opportunities
& Work
Attachments
Internships are a big part of the curriculum here.
This ensures that students receive real-world
experience that supplements the knowledge
they gain in class. Universities, polytechnics and
technical schools in Singapore often include work
attachments as a graduation requirement, and
partner with businesses to match students with
prospective employers. These opportunities also
give resumes a boost and creates opportunities
for students to build relevant connections for
future job prospects.
Aside from internships arranged by their
schools, students are free to source for their own
internships both locally and abroad. Singapore’s
proximity to ASEAN countries and connectivity
to the rest of the world makes it easy to travel
abroad for overseas internships and to gain
valuable exposure in this high-growth region.
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Shaping the
Next Generation
To give our children the best is to give them
an education that caters to their individual
learning styles, preferences and academic
needs. In Singapore, the education system
is designed to maximise every child’s
potential by providing a holistic, diverse,
and welcoming learning environment for
students of all backgrounds.
International students living and studying
in Singapore will also get the opportunity
to hone their social skills through
intercultural interactions and knowledge
exchange with local or other international
peers and opens them up to more college
and employment opportunities locally.
Graduate and post-graduate studies offered
at select local and private universities
come with prospects for scholarships for
international students too, and strong links
to companies based locally for valuable
employment opportunities.
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Our
Parting Words
Be sure to check out our guides to the
career, culture, and entertainment spheres
in Singapore. If you’re looking for a guide for
relocating to Singapore, we’ve prepared a
Settling in Singapore guide for you.
If you would like to connect with other families
who’ve made the move to Singapore and learn
about their experiences first-hand, contact us
at hello@singaporeglobalnetwork.sg and we’ll
be happy to connect you.
We hope this guide has been helpful for you
to make the best decision for your child’s
academic journey in Singapore!
Love,
Singapore Global Network
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